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Activity: 

The activity proposed with this book is to let children read the book on their own, and after 

each chapter, they are invited to write down their thoughts and answer a few questions in a 

reading journal. 

 

 

 

An alternative to this activity could be to read the book out loud to a group and stop to ask 

them the following questions (same questions as in the reading journal) after each chapter: 

1. Introduction 

a. Why do you think Louis’s father is crying every day? 

b. Louis’ father and Truffle experience strong emotions. How do you express 

your own emotions (sadness, happiness, anger, excitement, fear, etc.)? 

2. The Tree House 

a. What advice would you give Louis to help him speak to Billie? 

b. What do you do to find the courage to tell difficult things to others? 

3. Four Days Before School’s Out 

Abstract: Louis’s dad cries — Louis knows this because he spies on him. His dad misses 
the happy times when their family was together, just as Louis does. But as it is, he and his 
little brother, Truffle, have to travel back and forth between their dad’s country house and 
their mom’s city apartment, where she tries to hide her own tears. 

Thankfully, Louis has Truffle for company. Truffle loves James Brown lyrics, and when he 

isn’t singing, he’s asking endless questions. Louis also has his friend Boris, with whom he 

spots ghost cop cars and spies on the “silent queen,” the love of his life, Billie. 

When Louis and Truffle go to their dad’s for two weeks during the summer, their father 

seems to have stopped drinking. And when Truffle has a close call from a bee sting, their 

mother turns up and the reunited foursome spend several wonderful days in New York — 

until they reach the end of the road, again. 



                         
a. Why do you think Louis wasn’t able to, as he puts it, “be brave” when Truffle 

was pushed down from his scooter by a man in the street? 

b. Why do you think Louis told his mother that he slept “like a log”? 

4. Last Day of School 

a. Have you ever had to help a friend who was sad, not happy with his decision, 

just as Boris did with Louis? How can we act as a good friend in those 

situations? 

b. At page 109, Louis states that “For a week, life is good for the men in our 

family.” Why do you think he is saying that? 

5. Truffle’s Accident 

a. Why do you think that Louis’s mother seems to be in love again with his 

father? 

b. How do you think Truffle and Louis feel about their parents being in love 

again? 

6. End of the Road 

a. What would you tell Louis’s father to help him feel less scared of going to the 

detox center? 

b. What do you think convinced Louis’ mother to let him go downtown alone with 

Boris to buy shoes? 

7. First Day of School 

a. What has come to understand Louis about bravery over the summer? 

b. Can you remember a time when you’ve shown bravery as Louis is at the end 

of the book? 

 

Material included: 

- Louis Undercover book 

- Reading journal template 


